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Tarlac State University president Dr. Myrna Q. Mallari once
said during a consultative meeting with local government units
held in June 2020, “We (TSU) cannot do this alone and we need
your (LGUs) help to connect the dots”
that whether we are in a pandemic or not, working hand-in-hand

— a statement which unveils

with other stakeholders or partnership, in essence, is primordial.

The Commission on Higher Education (CHED) earlier advised
higher education institutions (HEIs) to tap the resources of LGUs
to support the implementation of flexible learning while majority
of the Philippine provinces are quarantined through its CHED
COVID Advisory No. 7 issued in May 2020.

The month of June has been a witness to a series of consultative
meetings between TSU and the local leaders of the Tarlac province.
Several perspectives and viewpoints arose in the discussions —
all of which are centered on facilitating the delivery of quality
education now that students are advised to stay at home to avoid
contracting the virus.

A vast social movement was created by TSU through these
meetings. TSU formed and strengthened networks and connections
to serve as a helping hand for the sake of education and youth
empowerment. These partnerships have been proven useful now
that the resources of TSU cannot be spread evenly all throughout
the Tarlac province, and neighboring provinces, to facilitate
learning.

The university has long been preparing for online education
and has already been administering flexible learning, but the
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other end must be prepared as well. Students must connect to
the information superhighway, telecommunication companies
must provide affordable Wi-Fi bundles, and the government
must exhaust all means possible to make Internet connection
an accessible commodity to the masses. These must address the
perennial problem on the “digital divide.”

This sharing of resources, through partnerships, to address
the digital divide is necessary for flexible learning amid this
pandemic. With the leadership of Cong. Victor A. Yap, Tarlac
2nd District Representative, a TechnoHub for learners will
be established using the strategic location of Department of
Education schools, facilities and equipment of state universities
in Tarlac, and resources from LGUs and the Department of
Information and Communications Technology, among others.
This is the end-all of the said collaborations.

To teach effectively is good, but to commit to the delivery
of quality education — under normal or “new normal” situations
— is better. Since time immemorial, TSU has always gone after
the “better” option for its students and personnel guided by
strengthened connections and partnerships.

From the firsthand understanding of issues and concerns of
students and the teaching workforce to how the government can
move to address these issues, we can say that TSU picked the
best option to co-exist with the community — and this is one of
its stellar actions in dealing with the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic.
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In line with the Commission on

Higher Education’s (CHED) advisory
on using the flexible learning method
in lieu of face-to-face classes, Tarlac
State University sought the help of local
government units in Tarlac to provide a
Wi-Fi area for students through a series
of consultative meetings.

Said meetings were held on June 9,
11, and 16 with the first, second, and
third congressional districts of Tarlac,
respectively.

TSU President Dr. Myrna Q. Mallari
presented the university’s and students’
concerns on Internet connectivity,
highlighting that TSU needs the help of
LGUs as it “cannot live alone.”

LGUs’ participation in flexible
learning is through the provision of
Internet connection in their municipality,
either via a computer laboratory or a Wi-
Fi area such as a gymnasium or basketball
court.

“Hindi lang po ito for Tarlac State
University, para din ito sa Tarlac
Agricultural University at sa DepEd. Sa
DepEdmaramidinsila, sokapagnagsabay-
sabay ang paggamit, kumusta rin naman
po kaya yung connectivity?” President
Mallari said.

Meanwhile, LGUs were also tapped

to aid in the distribution of printed modules
to students in their municipality. However,
even with the modules, students still need
to submit requirements and perform online
quizzes and activities.

TSU has been using Microsoft Teams
since 2017 where faculty members can hold
classes online. With this, the university
was tapped by the Commission on Higher
Education Region III (CHEDRO) to lead
its higher education institutions in using
Microsoft Teams as a learning platform.

TSU is set to open the 1st semester of the
academic year 2020-2021 on August 10.
LGUs’ RESPONSE

As shared by Pres. Mallari during the
consultative meeting with the first district,
the first chief executive to show her support
in flexible learning is Mayor Lita Aquino of
Moncada who phoned her immediately after
receiving the letter of invitation from the
university.

For the second district, Tarlac City
mayor Maria Cristina Angeles said they will
be using the Smart Infocast to send public
advisories as well as announcements. This
will also be used to inform students on how
the printed modules will be delivered to
students.

“Actually, ni-link na natin ang Smart
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