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Just in time for Womens Month, an
emphasis must be placed on the role of
higher education institutions (HEIs) in
living up to the sustainable development
goal on empowering women. At the sight
of an alarming number of adolescent
pregnancies, it is high time to step up and
educate young women on how they can
be productive Filipinos at a young age.

The  Central Luzon  Regional
Development Council (RDC III),
chaired by CHED, issued Resolution
No. 03-15-2019 stating that the current
rate of adolescent/teenage pregnancy is
regarded as a national social emergency,
a development concern that affects the
holistic health and total development
of an individual, including profound
implications on the family, community,
and the overall socioeconomic
development.

Also from the said resolution, the
highest number of teenage pregnancy
cases (10-19 vyear old adolescents)
recorded by the Department of Health-
Center for Health Development (DOH-

CHD) Region 3 is at 32,984 in 2017
which translates to three (3) teenage
pregnancies every hour.

This national social emergency is
alarming due to the increased risk
involving child mortality and at the same
time, teenage mothers may be chained
to pursue educational and employment
opportunities. This equates to losing the
chance to empower young women to be
at their best form.

And this is where HEIs come into
the picture. The support of HEIs are
requested by the CHED Regional Office
to integrate the adolescent pregnancy
issue to Social Science courses and raise
awareness among students.

Tarlac State University’s commitment
to this matter is through its participation
in the Technical Working Group chaired
by the Commission on Human rights,
co-chaired by the Commission on
Population and Development. Such
group are tasked to craft the Regional
Action Plan on Teenage Pregnancy.

TSU’s representative is Dr. Rita E.
Pulmano, Director of the Gender and
Development Office, who is nationally
known in promoting change to work
for women. This endeavor is supported
by University President Dr. Myrna Q.
Mallari who espoused the promotion of
common good for women, to possess
goodness before it can be shared to others,
during the TSU kick-oft program for the
National Women’s Month celebration.

The university, even prior to the
declaration of the national social
emergency, has long been advocating for
women empowerment. Concretely, TSU
has been lauded in a budget deliberation
which included plans on the extension
of the its GAD building to symbolically
provide room for the office to further
uplift gender programs and initiatives.

TSU, through its GAD, will continually
make change work for women for the
young Tarlaquenas to be at their best as
they exit the university to achieve human
capital development
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TSU joins hrlac in fight
against COVID-19

and Provincial Health Officer I Dr. Jeanette
A. Lazatin who explained the coronavirus

Amidst the growing threat of the
COVID-19  pandemic, Tarlac State
University  responded  urgently and
appropriately according to the directives
and recommendations of the national and
local government agencies as early as March

13, 2020 where classes from all levels, public
and private, were suspended in Tarlac City.

However, TSU sought to go further by
gathering its resources to provide personal
protective equipment (PPE) to the province’s
front liners, and relief to those in need.

TSU participates in City Gov’t forum
on COVID-10

A forum organized by the Tarlac City
Government was attended by TSU along with
other community stakeholders concerning
COVID-19 precautionary measures held at
the Kaisa Convention Hall, Tarlac City on
March 16, 2:00 in the afternoon.

Speakers of the forum include
epidemiologist Dr. Consortia Lim-Quizon

disease, precautionary measures, and
COVID-19 protocols.

During the open forum, TSU President
Dr. Myrna Q. Mallari reassured the
community that e-learning and other
alternative methods such as text messaging
will be employed by the university to
administer classes during this national
emergency. This is in response to a query on
possible prolonged suspension of classes.

TSU heeds Provincial Gov’t need for
additional front liners

With  the Luzon-wide Enhanced
Community Quarantine as a precedent,
eleven strong volunteers from Tarlac State
University-College of Science heeded the
urgentrequest for additional healthcare front
liners of the Tarlac Provincial Government.
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Tarlac Governor Susan Yap
sought for the help of the university
through a letter sent on March
18, 2020 where President Mallari
immediately responded.

Meanwhile, the  university
Disaster and Risk Reduction
Committee, which includes
President Mallari, along with other
volunteers and hotel staff prepared
the TSU Hotel on March 20 (Friday)
which will be used as a quarantine
site should the need arises.

The remaining Sarap Tumulong

fund and donations from the
TSU community will be used for
COVID-19 immediate expenses,

particularly for hotel operations.

TSU Admin Council leads
preparation and distribution
of food packs.

TSU Administrative Council
members and volunteers headed
by President Mallari prepared
301 food packs for TSU front line
personnel, police officers, and
hospital patients around Tarlac
City on March 21, 2020.

The packs were handed over to

TSU joins Tarlac in fi;

the stationed security guards at TSU
campuses, and to indigent patients and
front liners at the Tarlac Provincial
Hospital, while 50 packs were turned
over to city police officers.

They also prepared 250 bags for the
second batch of distribution on March
25 where 100 food packs were handed
over to the Tarlac City Government for
their distribution while the remaining
were given to Tarlaqueios who
became jobless due to the Enhanced
Community Quarantine.

The food packs are personal
donations from the TSU
Administrative Council members and
several TSU personnel.

TSU gears up front liners with
PPE and sanitizers

TSU has organized three essential
taskforces that will be in charge to
produce cloth face masks, alcohol-
based sanitizers, and face shields that
will be used by front liners not only
within the university but also among
the health sectors and checkpoints.

Aten-memberedtaskforce volunteered
to create 1,000 face masks in a span of
3-5 days which started on March 20




